A patient with a
The occurrence of deletions of chromosome 14 is relatively rare. When detected, it can be an interstitial deletion with variable breakpoints and variable sizes,`-5 or an apparently terminal deletion of variable size.6 7 The deleted chromosome 14 may also be present as a ring chromosome." To our knowledge, a deletion of the terminal band (14q32.3) with the breakpoint at 14q32.2 or 14q32.31 only has been reported in four previous cases. [10] [11] [12] [13] We present here a fifth case of an apparent 14q32.3 deletion with relatively few dysmorphic features and a history of cat cry during the first 2 months of life. A delineation of the 14q32.3 deletion syndrome is attempted.
Case report
The patient was a 3 year 9 month old Puerto Rican girl born at 34.5 weeks' gestation with a birth weight of 2580 g (75th centile) and a birth length of 47.5 cm (80th centile). The exact head measurement at birth was not available, but was reportedly in proportion to the body size. There was no history of mutagenic or teratogenic exposure, and the parents were in their early 20s at her birth. The mother's karyotype is 46,XX, but the father was unavailable for cytogenetic study. The family history is not further contributory and there is no consanguinity. According to the mother, during the first 2 months of life, the patient had "a peculiar cry resembling a kitten's cry". The patient suffered from frequent respiratory infections in the first half of infancy requiring several admissions to hospital. A heart murmur reported at 1 year of age later disappeared spontaneously. Her developmental milestones were delayed. She crawled at 1 year, walked on her own at 2 years of age, and at 3 years 9 months she was not toilet trained and her speech was limited to a few simple words.
She presented as an amiable, cooperative child with apparent mental delay. Her height (97 cm) and weight (14.5 kg) were on the 25th centile, while her head circumference (47 cm) was on the 2nd centile. Bilateral epicanthic folds, high arched palate, left sided esotropia, and hypertrichosis on the lateral sides of the forehead (fig 1) 
